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Application for AVSAR 

Last Name: 
     
Middle Name:
     
First Name:
     
Sex:
 FORMDROPDOWN 



Date of Birth:
     
Place of Birth:
     
Citizenship:
     
Primary Email: 
     
Alternate: 
     
Daytime Phone:
     
Evening: 
     
Other:
     
Street Address: 
     


City:
     
State: 
     
Zip Code: 
     
Country: 
     
Permanent address and phone number (if different from above): 


     
This application is open to anyone who believes in idea of “helping where the help is needed.” If you would like to embark on an experience of personal growth, professional growth, and service, you are strongly encouraged to apply. 

EDUCATION

1. Name of school: 

     
2. Are you a student? If so, what year? 

     
3. Declared field of study/anticipated career path:
     
4. If you are not a student, please give a brief description of your educational background and recent activities over the past two years:

     
SHORT ESSAYS

While some of the questions below are labeled as Optional, we hope that you will take the time to respond to each of them. Also, please disregard questions referring to “your school” if you are not a student. Some questions, or statements, refer to an “NGO;” an NGO is a Non-Governmental Agency (oftentimes called a nonprofit, or a not-for-profit organization in other parts of the world).

1. Preferences. The Public Health experience tends to be the most flexible and most rewarding experience for healthcare professionals. Even medical students who desire school credit are encouraged to pursue this option through their medical school. All healthcare professionals will have both clinical and non-clinical responsibilities which are meant to strengthen the personal growth experience as well as help AVSAR’s partner nonprofit organizations with concrete projects. Non-healthcare applicants are encouraged to apply for other capacity-building projects or propose their own project. Please rank the following in the order which you prefer (minimum of 3 preferences).

1st Choice:
 FORMDROPDOWN 

2nd Choice: 
 FORMDROPDOWN 

3rd Choice: 
 FORMDROPDOWN 

4th Choice: 
 FORMDROPDOWN 

5th Choice: 
 FORMDROPDOWN 

6th Choice: 
 FORMDROPDOWN 

If you chose “Other,” please describe your proposed project(s) below:

     
2. Month/Dates/Duration. Which month would you like to begin?

     
While the minimum requirement is one month, applicants should be aware that preference is given to those who apply for a longer volunteer experience. Please see www.AVSARIndia.org for the list of tentative dates. In the space below, specify the time-frame for which you are applying. If you are applying for a multiple-month internship, please list the starting date of the first month and the end date of the last month as your time frame. Please also specify the minimum number of months for which you would like to be considered.

     
Because the orientation process is so crucial to the experience, we do not usually make exceptions for those who would like to arrive in the middle of the month. For applicants who are staying longer than one month, a mid-month departure might be considered depending on availability of volunteer positions and the time of year. Will you be able to report by 8 AM on the first day of orientation (Monday), as well as remain for the exit interview at 2 PM on the last day (Friday)?

     
3. Presentations. As a selected participant of this rotation you will be asked to make a presentation regarding your experience (at a medical school, undergraduate school, Public Health school, to a local community group, at an AAPI National Conference, at an AMSA National Conference, at an IFMSA-USA National Conference, etc.). We will help you with the materials and can even provide you with a template for the presentation. Would you be willing to make these presentations? Please list some possible associations you would be willing to make a presentation at. If not, briefly discuss any factors which may prevent you from doing so: 

     
4. Two References. List two references below. One reference should be a respected family member, and one should be the author of one of your evaluations (see REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION BELOW). These references may, or may not, be contacted during the application process. They may also be contacted during, or after, your experience with updates regarding your experience. Please include all of the following information for each reference:

First Name
     
     

Last Name


     
     

Email Address
     
     

Phone Number
     
     

Relationship
     
     





5. Language. Please note that LANGUAGE IS NOT A REQUIREMENT for this opportunity. Basic language-training is provided in the AVSAR experience, the physicians at our partner NGO sites speak English, and a large number of the office personnel also speak or understand English. A working knowledge of Hindi or Marathi is recommended, however, for any volunteers seeking an experience where one-on-one communication with members of the community is desired. All applicants can request language support from AVSAR and their partner NGO (through written material as well as through an AVSAR tutor). 

Please list any Indian languages which you are familiar with, and describe your level of fluency. Also, will you require the assistance of a tutor? Please be candid and honest- this will effect your placement as well as your experience at your NGO.

     
6. CLERKSHIP COORDINATORS’ CONTACT INFO
If you are a student seeking credit for this experience, please list the contact information for the clerkship coordinator who we will need to contact regarding your grade. We also hope that you will take the time to help us by providing the contact information of other clerkship coordinators at your institution. This information may then be used to inform them of future AVSAR opportunities. 



Elective
Sponsoring Department
Clerkship Coordinator


Email
Phone Number

Public Health
     
     
     
     

General Pediatrics
     
     
     
     

Adolescent Health
     
     
     
     

Family Medicine
     
     
     
     

Internal Medicine
     
     
     
     

Infectious Diseases
     
     
     
     

OB/GYN
     
     
     
     

“Study Abroad”
     
     
     
     

Other:      
     
     
     
     

Other:      
     
     
     
     

7. Finding AVSAR. How did you find out about this opportunity? Please be specific, and if possible include the name and email address of the person or organization which made you aware of AVSAR. Check all that apply. 

Mass Email: 

     
Personal Contact       
Web Search

     
AVSAR Alumni      
Other (specify)

     

Please list any suggestions you may have regarding websites, bulletin boards, or other avenues which you feel AVSAR should be targeting to reach interested applicants.

     
8. Past travel to India. (Please note that past travel to India is NOT a requirement) Have you ever been to India? If so, how many times? When was your last trip to India? What cities do you typically visit while in India?
     
9. Impressions about India. If you have been to India, what were your impressions upon arrival? And when you left? If you have never been to India, please tell us what you expect the country to be like?

     
10. Perspective. You are applying to work in a unique grassroots environment and culture which has not typically encountered by the majority of AVSAR’s applicants. There are many reasons why others in a similar position would, or would not, want to pursue such an experience.

Why are you applying to AVSAR? Why did you choose India? 

(NOTE: There is a 250 word minimum for this question. If your response is greater than 600 words, you will not be required to submit a Personal Statement.)

     
11. Underprivileged populations and partner NGO relationships. Have you had any experience working with, or for, an underprivileged population in the past? If so, how do you expect this experience to be different? If not, do you think you will continue to seek community service opportunities in the future?

     
12. Volunteer utility. What sort of impact do you think AVSAR, and specifically your involvement with AVSAR, could have in India? And abroad?

     
13.  Self-Analysis: Please discuss what commitment to service means to you. Describe your problem solving abilities and general resourcefulness to find solutions.

     
14. Volunteer example. Please read the volunteer example below. In this section, please describe what you would do in this scenario. 

You are a new volunteer with AVSAR and working with an NGO (Non-Governmental Organization-also known as a non profit) that works in slum communities in Mumbai for 3 months. This organization holds everything from clinics to health awareness, trainings for youth, pre-school education programs, after school programs, medical camps, and promotes community development. Skills wise, you have completed one year of your graduate study (medical, public health, MBA etc) so are still developing skills. The staff at the NGO is supportive and kind, but end up spending a lot of their time on fundraising, so are often quite busy. You have started two projects with them, one on adolescent sexual health awareness and a nutrition curriculum for children who work in sweatshops. You are waiting for the feedback of the NGO Program Director, who is a very busy woman. In the meantime, you have attended several general clinics and even developed friendships with health workers (given that you know minimal Hindi). You are feeling frustrated because you feel like you need more feedback more often, what is your next step? Additionally, what role do you think AVSAR should play in this scenario?
     
14. (Optional) Journal entry on www.GoyalMD.com. Please use the space below to respond to the case presented on AVSAR’s Journal link on www.AVSARIndia.org (or www.goyalmd.com). 

     
     

REQUIRED SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND PREFERRED MODE OF TRANSMISSION

A. Please note: It is extremely helpful to our staff when you send us all of the materials together in one email. Please use the following check list to ensure everything has been included. Please read ALL the details below that specifically describe each one of the requirements.
1.) AVSAR Application

2.) School Transcripts

3.) Two evaluations or 1 recommendation letter

4.) Personal Statement (when applicable)

5.) CV/recent resume

6.) Photograph

7.) Mode of Deposit (PayPal/Check. If check then when did you mail it out?)

B. School transcript (email or scanned document preferred, fax accepted) - Unofficial school transcript is acceptable.

C. Two evaluations OR one letter of recommendation (email preferred, fax accepted) – If you are a student and you have access to evaluations that discuss your work habits/work ethic, please submit two such evaluations. If you do not have access to such evaluations, please submit a letter of recommendation from someone with whom you have had an educational or working relationship to support your application. 

D. Personal statement (email) – (This section is optional IF your response to the Perspective question above is at least 600 words in length.) It is preferred that you submit an essay which was written for an educational/training program that you have recently graduated from, are currently enrolled in, or are currently pursuing.  

E. CV/Résumé (email)

F. Photograph (email preferred, mail accepted). It is preferred that you submit a digital photograph via email. The photograph is required, but does not have to be formal. If you submit a photograph which includes friends or family, please describe your place in the picture. The photograph will be used to help us recognize you at the airport, and it may also be used on the AVSAR website if you are selected. The photograph will not be returned to you.

G. Deposit - $100 (US Dollar Equivalent). This is 100% REFUNDABLE! (PayPal preferred, check sent by mail accepted) For Pay Pal please pay $105 to cover the fee. AVSAR’s main sources of funding are charitable contributions and grants obtained from philanthropic organizations. Screening applications, conducting phone interviews from India, selecting applicants, and providing a trouble-free experience for you requires a significant investment of time, energy, and financial resources on behalf of AVSAR. 

Starting December 1, 2005, AVSAR has instilled a new policy in which you must deposit $100 for each month you are applying for. For example, if you are applying for 2 months, the deposit is $200, for 4 months $400, and so on. This money will be credited to your account if accepted and applied to the total program fee ($400/per month). For our refund policy, read below.

Also, if you are accepted AVSAR will immediately begin making decisions based on the assumption that you will in fact be present for the entire experience. These decisions commit AVSAR to spending fixed amounts of time, money, and other resources. Your acceptance will also influence who we target for our recruitment efforts, and for which months. For AVSAR, the deposit is a nominal, but we hope it encourages you to only submit this application if you are sure that you want to participate in an AVSAR experience of service to the underprivileged. All applicants who follow through with their commitments will receive a FULL REFUND.

a. The deposit will be refunded if:

i. You are not selected;

ii. You are selected (the deposit will be credited to monies owed to AVSAR);

b. The deposit will not be refunded if:

i. You are deemed “unresponsive” to email requests for a phone interview, or you miss your scheduled phone interview;

ii. You are selected, but you do not attend;

iii. Submit an application and withdraw it after you have been selected for a phone interview. 

c. Making the deposit: Please use PayPal (www.PayPal.com) and send $100 to AVSAR@goyalmd.com. Use your registered bank account or your PayPal balance to submit your deposit (new accounts are easy to setup, and these options are free for you and for AVSAR). If you would like to use a credit card to make your deposit via PayPal, please consider sending a $105 deposit since there is a charge to AVSAR in transaction fees (this means AVSAR would have to pay just to accept each application). If you are unable to send your deposit using PayPal, you may send a check to AVSAR by mail (please see instructions below). If you will be writing an international check (from outside of the US), please make the check in the amount of your local currency which is the equivalent of 100.00 US Dollars. For example, Canadian checks would be made in the amount of approximately $140.00, which our US bank would then adjust. 
AVSAR’s CONTACT INFORMATION - EMAIL, FAX, AND MAIL

Email - Please submit as much of your application material as possible to:

info@goyalmd.com (PayPal deposits should be made to AVSAR@goyalmd.com)

Fax – Use the following number for transmission of application material via fax:

 (775) 854-4637 
Mail – For submission of application materials via mail, please use the following address:

AVSAR Application Material

P.O. Box 870835

Stone Mountain, GA 30087 (U.S.A.)

AGREEMENT – Fill in today’s date and click on the box below if you agree with statements 1-6 below.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 By clicking on this box, I certify that I agree to the following:

1. I have read and am comfortable with all of the information presented on the AVSAR website (including the FAQ section and the Life in Mumbai section). 

2. This application was filled out honestly and accurately.

3. I am aware that any correspondence with AVSAR may be used on the AVSAR website, or in other AVSAR-related publications, promotional materials, etc. 

4. I understand smoking is not allowed on any of the AVSAR properties.

5. I am aware that the abuse of alcohol or drugs during my time in India with AVSAR is strictly prohibited and grounds for immediate dismissal without a refund.

6. I understand that AVSAR is a nonprofit effort to help coordinate a mutually beneficial partnership between interested volunteers/candidates and suitable nonprofit organizations. I will not hold AVSAR, or any of its affiliated organizations, responsible or liable for any injury or harm that I may incur during my AVSAR experience in India.

7. I commit to fully attending and taking part in this experience if I am accepted and I understand the conditions under which I may forfeit my deposit as stated above.

8. I will participate in all AVSAR related activities (journal writing, reflection sessions, weekly reports, and all other tasks assigned by my supervisors). 

9. I understand that I will be supervised and be held responsible to my supervisors on the AVSAR staff. 

10. I understand that, at AVSAR, every day is a working day, with the exception of 2 days off per month I am involved in the program. 

11. I understand that service to the underprivileged is intense, I promise to uphold the integrity of AVSAR as an organization when I am involved in the program. 

12. I understand that applicants are selected on a “rolling-admissions” basis and that a    phone interview will only be granted if positions are still available.

13. If I am accepted into the program, I agree to pay the entire program fee within two weeks of my acceptance. If I do not, I may forfeit my position. 

Date:      
Please send your completed application along with other application materials (as described above) in one email. Make sure you have mailed or made your payment over Pay Pal and once your application is complete, please send us an email confirmation and request for your phone interview. Please note: 

Read Carefully Before Sending This Application
By sending this application, I hereby consent to permit AVSAR to contact anyone it deems appropriate to investigate or verify any information provided by me to discuss my suitability for a volunteer position, including my background, volunteer experience, education or related matters. I expressly give my consent to any discussions regarding the foregoing and I voluntarily and knowingly waive all rights to bring an action for defamation, invasion of privacy, or similar cause of action, against anyone providing such information.
 

I hereby authorize any organization affiliated with AVSAR to investigate my background as necessary for the consideration of my application for the position of ___     __________. 
I further authorize all persons, schools, companies, organizations, credit bureaus and law enforcement agencies to supply all information concerning my background and to furnish reports thereon. I hereby release them and any organization affiliated with AVSAR from any and all liability and responsibility arising from their doing so.
I certify that the answers given by me to all questions on this application and any attachments are, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true and correct and that I have not knowingly withheld any pertinent facts or circumstances. I understand that any omission or misrepresentation of fact in this application may result in refusal of or separation from volunteer service upon discovery thereof.
For more information regarding AVSAR, this application, or any other question you may have, please contact us through the information below: 

AVSAR

P.O. Box 870835

Stone Mountain, GA 30087

+1 404 259 0321
US

+91 9820888974 
Mumbai
(775) 854 - 4637  
Fax

info@GoyalMD.com
www.GoyalMd.com
